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“The objection to inner states
[inner causes)
is not that they do not exist,
but that they are not relevant
in a functional analysis.”
[Skinner, 1953, p.690)
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Dewey’s early work concentrated on the tension between two competing worldviews The response to this fundamental problem that Dewey developed was to take a
. Dewey, 1930; Hildebrand, 2018). On the one hand, he was drawn to ideas from pragmatic stance that highlighted the role of the “Augenblick” (after Kant, in Engl. the
Nea-Hegelian Idealism, which opposed metaphysical theories of materialism and momentary experience). By taking experience as the focal point, Dewey was able to
naturalism, i.e. the idea that human perception is an exact representation of the circumvent the dualistic nature of the problem. In this, Dewey remained sympathetic
world {Dykhuizen, 1959, 1961). On the other hand, having studied under Hall, a towards Morris’s Neo-Hegelian idea of experience as the unifying product of the
scholar of James and Wundt, he was fascinated by the empirical study of attention as interaction between subject and world. In a letter to his mentor Torrey, he writes,
well as the study of evolution and Darwinian biology [Hildebrand, 2018). This tension “subject and object are in organic relation, neither having reality apart from the other
opened questions of whether the human experience of the world was a true [os cited in Dykhuizen, 1961, p.108].”
representation of the world, or whether human exgerience was inherently spiritual For Dewey, ane of the primary outcomes of this pragmatic turn is the intrinsic value
(e.g., Fichte’s “Absclutes ich”, Kéibel & Breitenbach, 2019). Dewey was convinced that of experience. Inspired by Kant's categorical imperative, particularly the
both views were compatible under 2 new understanding of experience. "7 "Selbstzweckformel” (cf. Kant, AA, IV, p.429), which addressed the idea that one is to

. treathumanity as an end it itself and not merely as a means to an end, Dewey stated
Kant had stipulated that the subject experiences the world with the help of so-calied that each experience is singular and pu rposeful.
"Kategorien” (e.g,, time, singularity, multitude, etc), which are a priori, meaning “Der praktische Imperativ wird also folgender sein: Handle 50, dafi du die Menschheit,
unlearned, and not derived th rough experience itself. The important consequence of . sowohiin deiner Person, afs in der Person eines jeden andern, jederzeit zugleich als
this idea is that humans cannot experience the world as it truly is (i.e. they cannot 2weck, niemals biofi als Mittel brauchest.” (Kant, AA, IV, p.429)

understand the world as it is), but only mediated through these categories. This poses
the challenge of how the subject and world relate to each other, which subsequent
philosophers were trying to adress (e.g., Fichte, British Empiricist, Hegel).
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